
Visiting a prison 
one day, I had one-
on-one encounter 

with one of the inmates who had a very pathetic story to 
share. Innocent (not his real name) told me that he had 
being in prison for four years running on account of a 
gruesome robbery incidence in a household where he 
worked as a night watchman. On the fateful day he   
narrated that he was awake listening to his transistor 
radio. The night was indeed peaceful until he heard what 
sounded like a gun shot. He switched off the radio to 
ascertain where the sound came from. Before he could 
do anything, he was surrounded by armed robbers. 
Innocent was awake enjoying his favourite radio pro-
gramme when the armed robbers entered the house he 
was supposed to be guarding from the rear and skillfully 
entered through the window of  an empty store room 
and from there, gained entrance to the living room and 
consequently to all the rooms. They quietly gathered all 
the members of the household together and disposed 
them of their valuables. The father of the house was 
trying to stop one of them from beating his only son who 
was not attending to their directives, when one of them 
shot at the man’s leg supposing that he wanted to attack 
his mate. It was at that point that Innocent realised that 
there was a situation and before he could do anything, 
the gang became apprehensive and rushed out to have 
him fettered before making a quick exit. 
When the police came to investigate, Innocent became 
the primary suspect. It has hard for the household to 
hand him over to the police because he had been      
conscientious in his duties and had never flouted any rule 
in the house both human and divine. However the police 
argued that Innocent was supposed to be not only 
AWAKE but also AWARE of what was going on around 
the house. They concluded that if Innocent had been 
AWARE of his environment he would have spotted the 
armed robbers when they were trying to gain entrance 
into the house from the rear. 
Today we have two indispensable principles that are 
mutually beneficial; AWAKENNESS & AWARENESS. To be 
awake is known as rousing from sleep. It is a form of 
brain activity which is opposite of sleep; one who is 
awake is simply not sleeping; it can thus be said that it is 
a non-sleeping mode. To be aware on the other hand is 
to have knowledge or cognizance of something.  

It involves understanding, comprehension, apprehension, 
grasping.  Basically it is one thing to be awake and yet 
another to be aware of what is happening. Often times 
many people who are awake still do not know what is 
happening and like Innocent in our story they end up 
paying dearly for it. Our AWAKENNESS becomes         
productive and resourceful when it leads us to AWARE-
NESS! As we launch into this important season of     
Advent let us pay particular attention to the last verse of 
the Gospel Reading of today where our Lord Jesus Christ 

clearly admonished us not to allow 
ourselves the joke of being taken 
unawares like the master of the 
house who didn’t know when the 
thief would break into the house. 
The message here still revolves 

around being not just awake but also aware. Now some-
one may rightly ask “how can I be aware.” The answer to 
this is not far-fetched. We have to be aware not by   
physical efforts but by simply activating the theological 
virtues of faith, hope and love and love surely is the 
greatest handle in this framework (1 Cor.13:13). 
Have a most rewarding season of Advent and let the 
season bring more positive and effectually transforming 
moments in your life as you remain awake and aware. 
You are awesomely blessed. 
 
 

 

         MASS & PRAYER                    

TIMES                 
DAY      DESCRIPTION 

DM Chaplet 

Mass 
 

DM Chaplet 

Mass  

8.30am 
9.00am 
 

5.30pm 
6.00pm 

SUN 
01 Dec  

1st Sunday of  

Advent 

Is 2: 1-5 

Rom 13: 11-14a 

Mt 24: 37-44 

No Mass 

DM Chaplet 

MON  
02 Dec 

 
 

3.00pm 

Lauds 
Mass 

 

DM Chaplet 

6.20am 
6.45am 
 

3.00pm 

TUE   
03 Dec 

St Francis Xavier,  

Priest 

(Patron Saint of 

Missions &  

Missionaries) 

WED   
04 Dec 

St John  
Damascene, Priest 
& Doctor 

Lauds 
Mass 

 

DM Chaplet 

6.20am 
6.45am 
 

3.00pm 

Lauds 
Mass 

 

DM Chaplet 

6.20am 
6.45am 
 

3.00pm 

THU   
05 Dec 

 

DM Chaplet 
 

Holy Hour followed 
by Mass 

 

3.00pm 
 

8.00pm 
 

 

FRI   
06 Dec 

St Nicholas,  

Bishop 

Lauds 
Grotto Mass 

followed by Rosary 
 

Wedding Mass 
d  

Novena to OMPH 
Mass 

6.20am 
6.45am* 
 
 

10.30am 
 

5.15pm 
5.30pm 

SAT   
07 Dec 

 

St Ambrose,  

Bishop & Doctor 

DM Chaplet 

Mass 
 

DM Chaplet 

  Mass 

8.30am 

9.00am 
 

5.30pm 

6.00pm 

SUN 
08 Dec  

2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

IS 11: 1-10 

Rom 15: 4-9 

Mt 3: 1-12 

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 

2019 THEME  - BAPTISED AND SENT 
DECEMBER THEME: BRINGING THE MESSAGE OF HOPE 

PARISH PRIEST SPEAKS ….. 

     CHURCH OF DIVINE MERCY 

PARISH PRIEST:  

Rev. Fr. Martin Arlando 

                      Address: 117, Jalan Kenari, Sungai Ara, 11900 Bayan Lepas, Penang  

                      Tel: 04-646 6881 |Fax : 04-646 6885 |Email: divinemercypg@yahoo.com          

                      Website: www.cdm.my | Facebook:  Church of Divine Mercy Sg Ara 

Parish Bulletin  01 December 2019 

 STOP & PRAY @ 8.05pm everyday wherever you are. 

 POST & PRAY for all intentions on the Wall of Prayer. 

 READ & SHARE the Word of God daily 

                CDM compound is a Non Smoking Zone 

                           PARISH ACTIVITIES 

WEDDING BANNS 

 

Christian Meditation      4 Dec, Wed @ 8.30pm 

   5 Dec, Thu @ 8.30pm (Chinese) 

   7 Dec, Sat @ 4.15pm 

Traditional Medicine Consultation   8 Dec, Sun @ 11am 

Infant Baptism   1 Dec, Sun @ 11am 

Bank Account Details   

Those who wish contribute through bank or online     

transfer, the detail as follows:  

Bank:- Maybank     

Account No: 507394101643 (Church of Divine Mercy).  

Please pass / email the copy of the bank-in slip to the   

parish office for receipt issuance. 
 

~ UPDATE ON FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES ~ 

Opening balance (17/11/19): RM 1,381,085.00* 

 Activities of the week: N/A 

Closing balance (24/11/19): RM 1,381,085.00* 
* all numbers rounded up to nearest RM 

Mass Collections (Week Ended 23 & 24 Nov) 
1st Collection: RM 4,831.25 
Publication (Herald): RM 75.00 

~ God Bless Your Generosity~ 
 

CDM E-Bulletin Subscription 
Email to: cdmbulletin@gmail.com 
 

FORMED.org Access Code     abb755 
 

Daily Reflection on Word of God (Lectio Divina) 
Downloadable copy available from website at 
http://cdm.my/bec-reflection/ Leon Kevin Sebastian & Priyashini Sivalingam 

Wedding Mass at Church of Divine Mercy, Sg Ara 
on 7 December 2019 (10.30am) 

 

“If anyone knows of any canonical impediments to the  
proposals of marriage stated above, please contact the  

parish priest.” 

                     PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

     MEETINGS (+30 MINUTES ADORATION) 

Living Spring Team Meeting    3 Dec, Tue @ 9.30am 

EMHC   5 Dec, Thu @ 8.30pm 

*Breakfast fellowship 
after Mass 

God’s Word & Daily Gospel 2020    

Breathe new life into the new year with the Word of 

God. Now available at D’Vine Gift Shop.  
 

Homebound Confession & Holy Communion 

Dates: 10 & 11 Dec. Please contact any of the EMHC 

members to make arrangements.  
 

Godparents Needed    to journey with one of our RCIA 

catechumens. Kindly contact Sandra  (016-4612934). 
 

CDM Christmas Gathering by Ministry of the Poor 

Share the joy & happiness of Christmas with the less 

fortunate by sponsoring a gift/s. A Christmas Tree with 

Wish Cards has been set up at the Garden of Mercy. 

Please hand in your gift(s) on or before 8 Dec, Sun. For 

enquiries/details please contact Thomas (012-4951969) 

or Saysu (012-4097201). 
 

REALLY PREPARE for Christmas 

Get ready for a fulfilling Advent by singing up for daily 

Advent reflections at https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-

advent-ever for daily videos that will help your Christmas 

preparations like never before! 

Theme: Are YOU Ready? 

ADVENT CONFESSIONS 

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 10 Dec, Tue @ 8pm 

Church of Our Lady of Sorrows & 
Church of St John Britto 

11 Dec, Wed @ 8pm 

Church of Divine Mercy 12 Dec, Thur @ 8pm 

Church of the Immaculate  

Conception 
13 Dec, Fri @ 8pm 

Church of the Holy Name of Jesus 17 Dec, Tue @ 8pm 

Church of the Risen Christ 18 Dec, Wed @ 8pm 

                     FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES 
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