
 
 

The best kind of water is not spring water or bottled   
water, mineral water or distilled water. The best water is 
what you drink when you are really thirsty. Every     
athlete, laborer, or traveler experiences this. In the not so 
distant past, my generation took water for granted. Since 
there was not much pollution of the environment yet, 
one merely digs a well beside the house for water supply. 
The well does not have to be deep. There is potable  
water near the surface. For really clean water, the well is 
covered and a pitcher pump is installed. In the villages, 
we drank from streams or we dig a hole beside the river 
and allow the water to clear. Either we had strong    
stomachs or the water was cleaner then. Now we buy 
bottled water. We also buy thirst quenchers such as soft 
drinks or energy drinks. 
The Gospel today is about thirst and water. It is about 
human need and its satisfaction. The story of the meeting 
of Jesus and the woman at the well started with a simple 
request from Jesus, “Give me a drink.” It was noontime. 
Jesus was thirsty. There was only one village well, but as 
the custom of the times suggests, one has to bring his 
own pail or bucket and tie it to the ready rope. By      
necessity, Jesus had to ask the woman for a drink from 
her own pitcher. This was socially unacceptable and the 
Samaritan woman had to remind Jesus about this. Jews 
and Samaritans don’t mix. Their dialogue progressed 
from a simple request for a drink to discussion about 
living water. Living water ordinarily meant water that 
flows from a spring rather than stagnant water from a 
well. However in their discussion it came to mean the 
water of eternal life. The woman’s knowledge of Jesus 
also progressed, from a mere stranger who is a Jew, to a 
prophet, to a messiah and savior. Jesus no longer was a 
stranger – He became a friend. Because of the woman’s 
testimony the other villagers invited Jesus to stay with 
them and He stayed for two days. 
From stranger to friend. Another real life story          
illustrates this movement. Two good friends who were 
unbelievers were discussing Christianity. One of them, 
Colonel Robert Ingersoll suggested to his friend General 
Lew Wallace to write a book that will give scientific and 
scholarly evidence that Jesus is a fraud, and not a       
messiah or savior. Since Wallace was a true researcher, 
he first read the whole Bible. Then he read other      

scholarly books about Jesus. To get a first-hand          
experience of the Holy Land, he went there and talked to 
the ordinary people. The result of all this research? He 
became a believer. He wrote the book which became 
the basis for the great movie, Ben Hur. A memorable line 
from this movie was the centurion at the crucifixion  
saying, “Truly, this is the Son of God.” General Wallace’s 
thirst for truth was answered. As we continue our   

meditations for this 
season of Lent, we 
can ask the question, 
“What do I thirst 
for?” What is it I 
really need? Where 
do I seek the      
answers? Some 

people seek for the truth, others for love, understanding 
and forgiveness. Wallace and the centurion found the 
answer on the Cross. Look at the Cross. What answers do 
you find there? 
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                           PARISH ACTIVITIES 

 

Catechism     5, 26 Apr, Sun @ 10.45am 

Infant Baptism     5 Apr, Sun @ 11am 

Bank Account Details   

Those who wish contribute through bank or online     

transfer, the detail as follows:  

Bank:- Maybank     

Acc No: 507394101643 (Church of Divine Mercy).   

Please pass / email the copy of the bank-in slip to the   

parish office for receipt issuance. 
 

~ UPDATE ON FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES ~ 

 Activities for the week (RM 24,645): 

 Pledges 2019: RM 380.00 

 Pledges 2020: RM 18,435.00 

 Jumble sale (Vivian): RM 130.00 

 EMHC: RM 5,000.00 

 Others RM 700.00 

Amount remaining to be collected: RM 8,478,807.00* 
* all numbers rounded up to nearest RM 

         MASS & PRAYER                    

TIMES                 
DAY      DESCRIPTION 

Mandarin Mass 
 

English Mass 

 

Tamil Mass 
 

BM Mass 
 
 
 

8.00am 
 

9.00am 
 

10.00am 
 

11.00am 
 
 
 

SUN 
15 Mar  

3rd Sunday of Lent 
Ex 17: 3-7 
Rom 5: 1-2, 5-8 
Jn 4: 5-42 
 
 
 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

MON  
16 Mar 

 7.00am 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

7.00am 
TUE   

17 Mar 
 

WED   
18 Mar 

 
 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

7.00am 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

7.00am 
THU   

19 Mar 
 

Solemnity of St 
Joseph 
 

LIVE broadcast 
WOTC 

followed by Mass 

 
8.00pm 
 

FRI   
20 Mar 

 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

7.00am SAT   
21 Mar 

 

Mandarin Mass 
 

English Mass 

 

Tamil Mass 
 

BM Mass 

8.00am 
 

9.00am 
 

10.00am 
 

11.00am 

SUN 
22 Mar  

4th Sunday of Lent 
1 Sam 16: 1b, 6-7,  
                  10-13a 
Eph 5: 8-14 
Jn 9: 1-41 

Mass Collections  Weekend of 7 Mar & 8 Mar 
1st Collection: RM 4.531.00    |     Publ. (Herald): RM 67.00 

~ God Bless Your Generosity~ 
 

CDM E-Bulletin Subscription 

Email to: cdmbulletin@gmail.com 
 

FORMED.org Access Code     abb755 
 

Daily Reflection on Word of God (Lectio Divina) 

http://cdm.my/bec-reflection/ 

                      FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES 

5 WAYS TO GET THE MOST OUT OF TELEVISED MASS 

Live Streaming of Masses on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/cdmsgarapg/ 

DIOCESE/OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS 
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Suspension of Masses & Public Gatherings 
The arch/bishops of Peninsular Malaysia have decided 
to implement additional & necessary pre-emptive 
measures to prevent the further spread of the Covid-19.  
 All weekend and weekday public masses will be      
suspended from 14—29 Mar 2020.  

 Priests are still required to offer Masses. Churches, 
chapels & prayer rooms shall remain open for private, 
personal prayer.  

 All catechism classes & programmes, meetings,      
formations & fellowships are to be postponed. 

 Weddings & funerals are to be conducted privately 
with limited guests. 

 For anointing of the sick and homebound communion 
& confession, kindly contact the Parish office to make 
an appointment 

 The Solemnity of St Joseph declared on 19 Mar, Thur 
will be designated as a day of prayer and fasting to 
invoke his intercession to end this crisis. 

Watching the televised Masses could serve as a form of 
spiritual ‘devotion’. Other recommendations included 
reading the prescribed readings for the Mass of the day, 
fasting and praying the Holy Rosary, Way of the Cross, 
Divine Mercy, etc.  

*Day of Prayer & Fasting 

Facebook Live Streaming of Masses 

Due to the chancery notice of suspension of Masses 
from 14 Mar, there will be live-streaming of Masses at 
CDM via Facebook https://facebook.com/events/s/live-
streaming-of-masses/539218996975273/?ti=as 
 

CDM Activities Postponed 

Taking into consideration the current Covid-19 situation 
in Penang and according to the Pastoral Notice by the 
Bishops of Peninsular Malaysia, the 2-Day camp for 
primary school children (28 & 29 Mar) and Youth     
Gathering & Lenten Streetwalk (22 & 25 Mar) will be 
postponed until further notice.  
 

CLOW Good Friday Service 

Held especially for children below 12years old at the 2nd 
floor classroom. There will be no Passion Play. 

Date/Time: 10 Apr, Fri @ 7.30pm 

For info: Edmund Goh (012-5631674). 

1.Put God first 

2.Prepare your Prayer Space 

3.Prepare Your Body 

4.Be Present 

5.Spiritual Communion 
 

Since you cannot receive Holy Communion, pray a Spiritual 
one. The prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori is recommended 
but feel free to express its sentiments in your own words: 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament. 
I love you above all things, and I long for You in my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. As though You have already 
come,  embrace You and unite myself entirely to You; never 
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  
 

While the suspension of public Masses is a tragic necessity, 
this is also out opportunity to stand in solidarity with  
Christians around the world who don’t have the chance to 
keep the Sabbath holy or to attend Sunday Worship. Let us 
pray fervently as a diocese for an end to the Covid-19 
pandemic and a swift resumption of public Mass.  


