
In the story of the 
man born blind 

cured by Jesus, we see an example of John the           
Evangelist's style of making the subject tell his story of 
conversion. Of course, it was initiated by Jesus: "He saw a 
man blind from birth." To "see" for Jesus means seeing 
the possibilities for faith. From this story, we see the 
sharp contrast between the blind man and three groups 
of people. 
First, the neighbors. Some of them asked if the man was 
the same beggar they knew. Others said he was just a 
look alike. Despite his assertion that he was the man, 
they remained indifferent to God's wonderful work 
wrought in their midst. 
Second, the Pharisees. Having been brought by the 
neighbors to the Pharisees, they interrogated the man. 
They asked how he was cured. He told them. But     
knowing that he was cured by Jesus on a Sabbath which 
must be kept holy by abstaining from everything except 
what the Pharisees prescribed (healing was not one of 
them), they concluded that he was not blind and       
therefore no cure had occurred. They reasoned, "How 
can a sinful man do such signs?" But the beggar        
responded that if Jesus "were not from God, he would 
not be able to do anything." When finally asked what he 
could say about "the man" who cured him, he answered, 
"He is a prophet." Their response was a personal attack, 
"You were born totally in sin, and here you are you 
trying to teach us?" Then in anger they expelled him 
from the synagogue, that is, from the social and political 
life of Israel. The tragedy of the Pharisees is that they just 
could not see beyond the law. Thus they concluded that 
because Jesus did not keep the sabbath, He was not of 
God. More, He was a sinner. Truly, the Pharisees had 
"eyes yet they cannot see." Sad to say, the Pharisees 
were not alone in this sad predicament. At Jesus' crucifix-
ion, while the Jews jeered at Him, the Roman centurion 
proclaimed that He was truly the Son of God. 
Third, the blind man's parents. The Pharisees sent for 
them to verify his identity and to tell them how he was 
cured. The parents confirmed that he was born blind. But 
how he was cured, they did not know. They then added, 
"Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for himself." They 
made this stand because they were afraid to be expelled 
from the synagogue for acknowledging "the man" as the 
Messiah. 

Let us now see the gradual progress in faith of the blind 
man. Before his neighbors, he affirmed that He was cured 
by a "man who is called Jesus" - everything he knew 
about Jesus then. When asked by the Pharisees what he 
thought of "the man", he answered, "He is a prophet." 
When they called Jesus a sinner and therefore could not 
do "such signs," he courageously asserted, "If this man 
were not from God, he would not be able to do          
anything." In the end, the Pharisees expelled him from 
the synagogue. Recall that after the cure, Jesus           
disappeared among the crowd. But after the healed 
man's expulsion from the synagogue, Jesus "found" and 
asked him, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" The man 
asked, "Who is he, sir? Tell me so that I may believe in 
him." Jesus answered, "You have now seen him; he is the 
one speaking with you." Then the man said, "Lord, I   
believe," and he worshiped him. 
A second miracle had happened! His bodily eyes were 
not only opened but also his eyes of faith. Thus he could 
now say in the full sense of the word, "I was born blind 
and now I see!" But this was only known between him 
and Jesus. Poor beggar. Twice cured but still an outcast! 
I wonder if there are no traces in us of the negative 
traits of the three groups of people mentioned above: 
the Pharisees for being unable to see beyond their    
prejudices and prejudgments, the neighbors for their 
indifference at the marvels Jesus performed and, the 
parents for failing to give glory to God for their son's cure 
out of fear of the Pharisees. Often, we fail to see the 
hand of God in the many "miracles" performed in our 
midst. For example, after the conversion of a great sinner 
known to us, some of us may say, "Watch, in no time at 
all he will go back to his old ways." Perhaps. But if he 
continues to cooperate with God's grace, which God 
always makes available to us, then he may persevere in 
his conversion and prove his critics wrong. There is no 
better time to re-examine our lives and discover our 
many kinds of spiritual blindness for which we have to 
ask for healing than during this season of Lent.           
Remember, the blind man in the gospel story has no 
name. He can be anyone of us. For this to happen, may 
we be delivered from the neighbor's indifference, the 
Pharisees' prejudices and prejudgments, and the parent's 
fears, so that our eyes of faith will be opened, too. 
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 STOP & PRAY @ 8.05pm everyday wherever you are. 

 POST & PRAY for all intentions on the Wall of Prayer. 

 READ & SHARE the Word of God daily                 CDM compound is a Non Smoking Zone 

                           PARISH ACTIVITIES 

 

Catechism     5, 26 Apr, Sun @ 10.45am 

Infant Baptism     5 Apr, Sun @ 11am 

Bank Account Details   

Those who wish contribute through bank or online     

transfer, the detail as follows:  

Bank:- Maybank     

Acc No: 507394101643 (Church of Divine Mercy).   

Please pass / email the copy of the bank-in slip to the   

parish office for receipt issuance. 
 

~ UPDATE ON FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES ~ 

 Activities for the week: N/A 

Amount remaining to be collected: RM 8,478,807.00* 
* all numbers rounded up to nearest RM 

         MASS & PRAYER                    

TIMES                 
DAY      DESCRIPTION 

Mandarin Mass 
 

English Mass 

 

Tamil Mass 
 

BM Mass 
 
 
 

8.00am 
 

9.00am 
 

10.00am 
 

11.00am 
 
 
 

SUN 
22 Mar  

4th Sunday of Lent 
1 Sam 16: 1b, 6-7,  
                  10-13a 
Eph 5: 8-14 
Jn 9: 1-41 
 
 
 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

MON  
23 Mar 

 7.00am 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

7.00am 
TUE   

24 Mar 
 

WED   
25 Mar 

Annunciation of 
the Lord 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

7.00am 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

7.00am 
THU   

26 Mar 
 

 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

 

 Holy Hour  
with WOTC 

7.00am 
 
 

8.00pm 
 

FRI   
27 Mar 

 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

7.00am SAT   
28 Mar 

 

Mandarin Mass 
 

English Mass 

 

Tamil Mass 
 

BM Mass 

8.00am 
 

9.00am 
 

10.00am 
 

11.00am 

SUN 
29 Mar  

5th Sunday of Lent 
Ez 37: 12-14 
Rom 8: 8-11 
Jn 11: 1-45  

Mass Collections  N/A 
 

CDM E-Bulletin Subscription 
Email to: cdmbulletin@gmail.com 
 

FORMED.org Access Code     abb755 
 

Daily Reflection on Word of God (Lectio Divina) 
http://cdm.my/bec-reflection/ 

                      FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES 

5 WAYS TO GET THE MOST OUT OF TELEVISED MASS 

Live Streaming of Masses on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/cdmsgarapg/ 

Movement Control Order Implementation 
In strict compliance to the Movement Control Order by 
the Malaysian Government, churches, chapels & prayer 
rooms will be closed during the period of restriction 
from 18—31 Mar 2020. Decisions pertaining to Holy 
Week Services, Adult Baptism, the Feast of St Anne at 
Bukit Mertajam, and other major Feast Days this year 
will be made in due course.  
 

 All weekend and weekday public masses will be      
suspended from 14—29 Mar 2020.  

 All catechism classes & programmes, meetings,      
formations & fellowships are to be postponed. 

 Weddings & funerals are to be conducted privately 
with limited guests. 

 For anointing of the sick and homebound communion 
& confession, kindly contact the Parish office to make 
an appointment 

 

Watching the televised Masses could serve as a form of 
spiritual ‘devotion’. Other recommendations included 
reading the prescribed readings for the Mass of the day, 
fasting and praying the Holy Rosary, Way of the Cross, 
Divine Mercy, etc.  

DIOCESE/OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS 

1.Put God first 

2.Prepare your Prayer Space 

3.Prepare Your Body 

4.Be Present 

5.Spiritual Communion 
 

Since you cannot receive Holy Communion, pray a Spiritual 
one. The prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori is recommended: 
 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament. 
I love you above all things, and I long for You in my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. As though You have already 
come,  embrace You and unite myself entirely to You; never 
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  
 

While the suspension of public Masses is a tragic necessity, 
this is also out opportunity to stand in solidarity with  
Christians around the world who don’t have the chance to 
keep the Sabbath holy or to attend Sunday Worship. Let us 
pray fervently as a diocese for an end to the Covid-19 
pandemic and a swift resumption of public Mass.  
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