
 
 

In a conference on peace. The participants were talking 
about reparation and justice. They were peace workers 
who came from all parts of the world, especially from 
areas that have experienced war, ethnic conflict, and 
death. Many of them had first-hand experience of   
suffering. The participants were talking about the     
relationships between peace, justice, reparation, and 
forgiveness. These were not mere concepts for them. 
These were realities they have met in the field or      
personally experienced. 
Some of the discussants were saying peace is the fruit of 
justice. There could be no real peace unless justice were 
observed. This brought the discussion to the issue of 
reparation and forgiveness. If justice is to be observed 
then there must be reparation for damages done - for 
lives lost and human rights violated. There must also be 
admission of guilt so that the offended parties can for-
give. How can forgiveness be given when no offense is 
admitted? One participant who came from an area that 
has gone through a bitter war of independence         
remarked, "How can I forgive those who killed my father 
and raped my sister?" Perpetrators remained hidden in 
the anonymity of war. 
Forgiveness is not easily given. In this Sunday's gospel 
reading, Peter asked our Lord, "When my brother wrongs 
me, how often must I forgive him? Seven times?" The 
answer of Jesus was so unexpected, "No, not seven times 
but seventy times seven times" (Mt. 18:22). And to think 
that Peter was being generous. The conventional      
wisdom at that time followed the three strikes rule. 
Forgive three times. After that, have nothing to do with 
the offender. Peter thought that seven times was an 
improvement over the usual practice. 
Forgiveness is not easy, whether one is asking for it or 
one is giving it. To admit wrongdoing is not easy. We 
would rather gloss over our sins. Or we deny them and 
blame somebody else. This dates back to the time of 
Adam and Eve when upon discovery of his sin, Adam 
blamed Eve, and Eve blamed the snake (Gen. 3:11-13). 
Poor snake, he had nobody else to blame. We tend to 
suppress the truth about our wrongdoing. Or we hedge 
on our admission of guilt, like the man who confessed 
stealing a rope. He failed to mention that at the end of 
the rope was his neighbor's goat. 

St Pope John Paul II led the way in asking for forgiveness 
for the instances where the church has caused painful 
historical memories, "To the extent that we are         
responsible for these, I join my predecessor Paul VI in 
asking forgiveness (Ut Unum Sint, no.88).” The Catholic 
practice in the sacrament of reconciliation is for one to 
admit and voice out one's particular sins. It is not enough 
to make a generic confession such as " I have sinned in 
thoughts, words, and deeds." One has also to be sorry, 
make the intention to amend his life, and as far as one is 
able, do reparations for the damaging effects of his 
wrongdoing.  
The story is told of a woman who liked to spread gossip 
about her neighbors. She thought she was getting a light 
penance when the priest told her to carry a pillow to the 
second floor of her house and pour its contents out of 
the window. Then the priest told her to pick up all the 
cotton that the wind has spread and stuff them back into 
the pillow. 
If to ask for forgiveness is difficult, to forgive one who 
has wronged us is seven times more difficult. One of 
Jesus' last words as he was dying on the cross 
was, "Father, forgive them, they do not know what they 
are doing" (Lk. 23:34). Stephen the first martyr, with his 
last breath forgave his persecutors, "Lord, do not hold 
this against them" (Acts 7:60). Pope John Paul II went to 
visit his assassin in prison and forgave him. St. Maria 
Gorreti died forgiving her assailant. These are heroic 
examples of forgiving because forgiveness was given 
even before the offender asked to be forgiven. In the 
regular course of events, forgiveness is given because 
the offender asked for it, or at least admitted and     
expressed sorrow for participation in wrongdoing. 
Who then benefits from forgiveness? Both the one who 
forgives and the one who is forgiven. The heavy burden 
of guilt is lightened for one who asks for forgiveness and 
receives it. He can start life new, despite his past sin. The 
one who forgives is also benefited. He or she is freed of 
the hatred, the resentment, and heaviness of heart. She 
too can put a closure to the event and start anew. That 
must be the reason why Jesus puts no limits to          
forgiveness. Despite a person's sin, there is always the 
possibility of a new beginning. 
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         MASS & PRAYER                    

TIMES                 

DAY      DESCRIPTION 

LIVE broadcast    
DM Chaplet 

English Mass 
 

Mass 
 
 
 

 
8.30am 
9.00am 

 

11.30am 
 
 
 

SUN 
13 Sep 

24th Sunday of 
Ordinary Time 

Sir 27: 33—28: 7 
Rom 14: 7-9 
Mt 18: 21-35 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

DM Chaplet  

MON  
14 Sep 

The Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross 

 
7.00am 
3.00pm 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

DM Chaplet  

 
7.00am 
3.00pm 

TUE   
15 Sep 

Our Lady of  
Sorrows 

WED   
16 Sep 

Ss Cornelius, Pope 
& Cyprian, Bishop 
Martyrs 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

DM Chaplet   

 
7.00am 
3.00pm 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

DM Chaplet   

 
7.00am 
3.00pm 

THU   
17 Sep 

St Robert  
Bellarmine, Bishop 
& Doctor 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

DM Chaplet  

 
7.00am 
3.00pm 

FRI   
18 Sep 

 

LIVE broadcast 
Mass 

 

Novena to OMPH 
Mass 

 

Mandarin Mass 

 
7.00am 

 

5.15pm 
5.30pm 

 

7.30pm 

SAT   
19 Sep 

St Januarius,  
Bishop & Martyr 

LIVE broadcast    
DM Chaplet 

Mass 

 
Mass 

 
 
 

 

 
8.30am 
9.00am 

 
11.30am 

 
 
 

 

SUN 
20 Sep 

 
 

25th Sunday of 
Ordinary Time 

Is 55: 6-9 
Phil 1: 20c-24, 27a 

Mt 20: 1-16a 

WEDDING BANNS 

 

Bank Account Details   

Those who wish contribute through bank or online     

transfer, the detail as follows:  

Bank:- Maybank     

Acc No: 507394101643 (Church of Divine Mercy).   

Please pass / email the copy of the bank-in slip to the   

parish office for receipt issuance. 
 

~ UPDATE ON FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES ~ 

Donations up to 6 Sept: RM2,554.00 

Amount remaining to be collected: RM 8,392,316.00* 
* all numbers rounded up to nearest RM 

Mass Collections (6 Sept):   RM 3,319.00 
Mass Intentions: RM 250.00    | Use of Church: RM450.00 
 

CDM E-Bulletin Subscription 
Email to: cdmbulletin@gmail.com 
 

FORMED.org Access Code     abb755 
 

Daily Reflection on Word of God (Lectio Divina) 
http://cdm.my/bec-reflection/ 

Joshua Chan Ren Jie & Anne Stephanie Peterson 
Wedding Mass at Church of Divine Mercy, Sg Ara 

on 26 September 2020 (10.30am) 
 

“If anyone knows of any canonical impediments to the proposals 
of marriage stated above, please contact the parish priest.” 

                      FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES 

PARISH/DIOCESE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BEC Day 

Live Streaming of Masses on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/cdmsgarapg/ 

Celebration of Mass: Open To All 

In view of the recent announcements made by the    
government concerning non-Islamic houses of worship, 
the Parish has decided on the following: 

There will be 3 Masses during the weekend (Sat @ 
5.30pm, Sun @ 9am & 11.30am) and not restricted to 
BEC Zones. Daily Masses at 7am are also open to all.  

Elderly & children are allowed to participate at ALL 
Masses but please take utmost precaution. If you or 
your dependent is unwell, please refrain from coming to 
church.  

COMPULSORY to scan MYSejahtera QR code before 
entering the church (manual recording for those without 
the app), self-service temperature scanning, sanitize 
hands and wear a face mask at all times.  

Live-streaming of Masses will be continued as usual.  

Church will be open for personal prayer and adoration 
until 7pm daily. Divine Mercy devotions may resume at 
3pm from Mon, 14 Sep onwards.  

 

CDM RCIA #7 2020-2021 

The 7th intake for RCIA 2020-2021 will start on Sun, 13 
Sep @ 10.30am in the RCIA Classrooms at the 3rd floor. 
For further info, contact Sandra (016-4612934). 
 

‘Following Christ’: PD New Evangelical Commission 

Every Tuesday from Sep 22 to Nov 24 @ 8.45pm-10pm 

 22 Sep: Daily Personal Prayer 

 29 Sep: Hearing God in Scripture 

 6 Oct: The Power of the Sacraments 

 13 Oct: Forgiving One Another 

Register with Jeanne Saw (016-4554597—WhatsApp) 

Live Streaming of Masses on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/cdmsgarapg/ 

First Holy Communion 

Migrant Sunday 
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