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Jeremiah, a prophet chosen by God, was not promised that
he would have it easy when he proclaimed the words of
God. He was rejected by his own family, humiliated, lonely,
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carry out the will of His Father in heaven. His baptism of
fire, His dying on the cross, was our means of a glorious
and eternal life with our Father, through our own baptism.

Jesus was forthright and He did not mince His words. His
followers had expected Him to bring peace (Is 11:6-9) but
He corrected them. He said he came to bring fire upon the
earth - to destroy the old, to purify us and to bring us to
judgement. He came to establish a new world order, to set
our hearts ablaze to change the world where power,

materialism, greed and injustice reign supreme. Change
never comes easy, then or now. Change invites conflict and
tension, even within ourselves. Indeed, he was preparing
us for the discord we would face as His followers.
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It is tough to follow Jesus and to walk His way. But, let us
not allow external pressures or our own mediocrity stifle
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Psalms 39: 2-4. 18: let us keep our eyes upon Jesus, believing that He will
ey {5 always be our help and our Saviour. Be assured that how often we have faced conflicts in our lives. In our
Luke 12: 49-53. messianic peace will come when the Kingdom of God is homes, at work, in our communities and even in
established. <= church, we encounter differences in opinions, approaches
and decision-making, to say the least. None of us seems to
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