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Jorss tokd e in the Gospel ket Sunday that B we want 1o be His deciples, we
must pick up ow cross and follow Him, Camying ow cross and  uitimahe by
uniting owrsehnes with Clhris in His death upon the Cross, s ot ophicomald for
Hiz folbwers Why s this? Why iz the Cocs o imporant? The Goopel
Aoclamartion give s us ananswer “We adone you O Christ, and we blss yoy
becales by your Crose you have redesmed the wond” The world iz
o emed and neconciled to the Father through the Toss of Chinst and by no
otz r vy, Sinand death e dedearted by the Cross of Christ and by no other
waEy. e ane osoned o ow status as sons and daughhers of God by the
Cross of Chret and by o other way, Withow the Cross of Chis, there & no
mbvartion, thare is no olhance of Heawen, thene is no wiedd ing feact in whichwe
e united 1o God b ternal wndom o ko

The Crose B not easy to canry, and i can happen that we grow tined o
carging £ 'We can fal into complaining against God and His way s, as the
Erszlites 0 intoday’ s lirst reading. They onevw s they ledt By pt thart they
wee hoading invto the desert. 'What wene they eopecting to ind om their
[prurne T Thay wiaimbed fneed oms from. st thery ve e leaing behind, bk they
did mot antie ipate the hardohipe that go with choosing freedom. We also want
treedom, bul we quickly foget the cost. Chast tod e cleady what to eopect
@z v folbw Himg He told we that we muet camy owr cmss He wamed we o sit
downand think serouely abow whether we want to start this "project” of
being Hie discipde, o thart wie do not be gin soome thing that we ane not ablk o
finich ‘Wi should not now be comphining about ow eoperence of suffering
of abourt how he ey the Cross is at time s He 1old us © expect that.
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I'o be st free from the trap of @ compluining attriude, we must “bok wpaon Him
wihoim iz haree paerced ™ Jesus tells Moodemue that “the Somof Moan muet be
litted wp o that ewerpone who bebeve s in Him may hove eternal He” in this
case “he bewe s inHim™does not me an simply “beliewes that He cdsts” The dewil
believes that Jesus exists "Bedewes inHim™ e means be leving that He s the
Way, the Truth and the Lide. it means beleving that He s the mo st important
one imow lees the conine of our existence, the one onewhom we i ow cyes
and wihom we stree fo imifate. Jesus did not comphin abow the misson
varhicths thie Farther gawe Him. S1. Paul tedls ue that “He empted Himee 1, taking the
form of & shee, ooming inhumean likens ss and fownd human inappeananc e, He
mhumbled Himael, becoming abedient o death, ewen death on & Crose” He
mumbled Himsel and obeyed Hie Fathers phn ewen to the point of dying on
the Cmoss, out of kbee for His Father and bye for wus He came o s rlice
HimeaH co “that the wordd mght be sawed thiough Him™

Today is not o day of sadne ss, bt of ool brathon of Jesue” death on the Coss
that was not & trage aoc ident, but the triumphant fuliment of the Father s
plan 1o conquer sinand death and reston humanty and all of cnearticon, And
the wonderul thing is that we ane imeihed o hawe o part in this briumpdant
sacrific bl act. A5 wir keep ow eyes fooed on the Fenoed One, and as we folow
in His footsteps, allowing ousehaes to be paerced with Him, we make g part of
the Mystioal Body of Christ, offened incacrfice for the nedempton of the word.
This s Ihow the lowe of Chinst is e vealed inour own hearts.
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